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FALL NEWS 

Hello from Ludwigshafen!!

A new season has begun—the air is crisper, the days shorter and the leaves are turning colour. It is 
also a new season for Friedenshaus. 


After putting in a tremendous amount of energy into the work of Friedenshaus and the lives 
connected to it, Silvie Kroeker has moved to Finland to be with her partner. We thank her, once 
again, for her efforts and the love she showed to the people connected to Friedenshaus. May Silvie’s 
new season bring welcome changes into her life. We are also grateful to Silvie for her willingness to 
help us in whatever way needed as we transition into giving leadership to Friedenshaus.


Who is the “we” you may ask? We are Marilse and 
Herman Stahl, the new coordinators for Friedenshaus. 
Allow us to briefly introduce ourselves to you. We both 
grew up in Paraguay, SA, (our grandparents/parents 
came there as refugees from the former Soviet Union in 
the late 1920’s and early 1930’s) but spent all of our adult 
lives in Abbotsford, Canada. We have two adult children 
who live in Winnipeg, Manitoba. Marilse was an 
elementary school teacher and Herman a counsellor, 
working with children and their parents. Throughout our 
lives, we have also been involved in local churches, both 
in voluntary capacities as well as paid positions. We both 
took early retirement from our professions in the hopes 
that we could somehow combine our gifts and interests 
into a joint service opportunity in an international setting. 
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Since arriving in Ludwigshafen in the second half of August, Wolfgang Seibel (director of the 
Friedenshaus board), in particular, along with so many others have made us feel very welcome and 
helped to make our transition to Germany easier. We are getting to know so many wonderful people 
in the local church and at the conference level…and yes, too many acronyms to keep them all 
straight. 


However, most importantly, we are getting to know the work of Friedenshaus and the refugees who 
come to receive support. Since September 21, we have begun to meet 3 times per week for German 
classes in person. We don’t know how long the local COVID-19 restrictions will allow for this, but it is 
obvious that people have been eager for this opportunity. After four weeks of offering this language 
support, we have nearly 30 students registered with 15-20 in our classes each week. Most of them 
are brand new German learners with a smaller group who are somewhat more advanced. In both 
groups, we try to present a mix of grammar and practice/conversational oriented teaching. 


Here are a few of our initial impressions as to what Friedenshaus and the present meetings offer:


1. Flexibility. It is here where mothers can come and bring their infants along, something they’ve 
told us repeatedly is not possible in other language courses. This, of course, makes it easier for 
women to get out and learn German, something that is often impossible for them to do. The 
majority of our students presently are, in fact, women. 


2. Responsiveness. Since we focus more on providing support in learning the language, we don’t 
offer a certificate at the end of it. This allows us to be responsive to the actual linguistic needs of 
the participants. Therefore, we pay close attention to what they need and try to tailor what we 
present to their needs and to their pace. 


3. Safe environment. Just in two short weeks, we have found that the opportunity to practice and 
converse in a safe, relaxed, student-focused and non-threatening environment has contributed to 
an increased self esteem in many of our students.


4. Mutual support. The conversations that happen as part of the course and during breaks provides 
participants the opportunity to get to know each other. As a result we have seen friendships form, 
helpful mutual advice passed along and difficult experiences being shared.  


We are looking forward to working with our volunteers. Some, who have indicated their willingness to 
help, have been on vacation or are waiting to retire in the coming weeks. There are certainly many 
opportunities beginning to present themselves for volunteers to get meaningfully involved. We have 
appreciated David Lapp-Jost, who has provided help not only during the course, but has been a 
good link from the past to what is now. 


If you would like to volunteer, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 
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